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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 4054 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR PFOR GR US 

SUBJECT: US-DEFENSE COOPERATION DISCUSSIONS: SUPERSEDING 
EXISTING AGREEMENTS 

REF: STATE 96501 DTG 282227Z APR 77 

SUMMARY: COMPROMISE LANGUAGE WORKED OUT AT THE TABLE 
FOR DCA ARTICLE XVII, COUPLED WITH ASSURANCES CONCERNING 
RATIFICATION OF THE ACCOMPANYING EXCHANGE OF NOTES, APPEARS 
TO SATISFY DEPARTMENT'S CONCERNS. ACTION REQUEST: SEE 
PARA 6. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING THE APRIL 30 WORKING GROUP MEETING, US SIDE 
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VOICED REFTEL'S CONCERN REGARDING THE APPARENT CONTRA- 
DICTIONS BETWEEN THE TEXT OF DCA ARTICLE XVII AND THAT 
OF THE EXCHANGE OF NOTES PROPOSED BY THE GREEKS TO 
RESURRECT TERMINATED AGREEMENTS. GREEK SIDE AGREED 
TO CONSIDER THE TEXTUAL MODIFICATIONS AIMED AT 
AVOIDING THESE SEEMING CONTRADICTIONS AFTER FIRST OPINING 
THAT DEPARTMENT'S CONCERN ANXIETY WAS LEGALLY UNFOUNDED. 
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2. GREEK SPOKESMAN MACHERITSAS STATED THAT THE EXCHANGE 
OF NOTES WOULD BE SUBMITTED FOR PARLIAMENTARY RATIFI- 
CATION ALONG WITH THE DCA, INDICATING HIS AWARENESS 
THAT THIS WAS NECESSARY NOT ONLY TO SUSTAIN THE PREVIOUS 
BILATERAL AGREEMENTS TO WHICH IT REFERRED, SOMEWHAT IN 
THE NATURE OF A "NOVATIO", BUT ALSO TO PROVIDE THE 
GENERAL AUTHORITY FOR THE CREATION AND OPERATION OF THE 
JOINT REVIEW COMMITTEE MENTIONED IN THE THIRD PARAGRAPH 
OF THE NOTES. IN AMPLIFICATION, HE STATED THAT HE 
INTENDED THAT THE NOTES BE SIGNED IMMEDIATELY AFTER 

THE DCA, AS THE SECOND DOCUMENT IN THE PACKAGE, AND PRIOR 
TO THE SIGNING OF ANY OTHER DOCUMENTS. THIS, HE STATED, 

WOULD OVERCOME ANY QUESTION CONCERNING THE CONTEMPORANEOUS 
NATURE OF BOTH DOCUMENTS AS WELL AS THEIR INTERRELATION- 
SHIP. 

3. GREEK SIDE OPENED THE MAY 3 WORKING GROUP MEETING 
BY STATING THEY COULD ACCEPT A MODIFICATION TO THE 
TEXT OF ARTICLE XVII, BUT THAT THEY DISLIKED THE 
IMPRECISION AND OPEN-ENDEDNESS OF THE PHRASE 
"EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED". INSTEAD, THEY PRE- 
FERRED 'EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE AGREED BETWEEN THE PARTIES". 

WE CONCURRED. ARTICLE XVII NOW READS: "THIS AGREEMENT 
CANCELS AND SUPERSEDES ALL AND ANY PREVIOUS BILATERAL 
AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE PARTIES CONCERNING THE UNITED 
STATES MILITARY AND SUPPORTING FACILITIES AND THE 
STATUS OF THE UNITED STATES FORCES IN GREECE EXCEPT 

AS OTHERWISE AGREED BETWEEN THE PARTIES." 
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4. FOR PRESENTATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS AND BECAUSE OF 
THE EFFECT OF THE ABOVE CHANGE, THE GREEKS REJECTED ANY 
ATTEMPT TO DELETE THE MODIFYING "ALL AND ANY" FROM THE 
DESCRIPTION OF AGREEMENTS BEING SUPERSEDED. THEY 
STATED THAT IT WAS SIMILARLY UNNECESSARY TO CHANGE 

THE INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH OF THE NOTE SINCE THERE SHOULD 
BE NO QUESTION AS TO THE "MEANING AND EFFECT" OF ARTICLE 
XVII. THE ORIGINAL INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH IN THE NOTE 
PROVIDES A DIRECT LINKAGE TO THE REFORMULATED ARTICLE. 

5. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT THE CHANGE TO ARTICLE XVII, 

IN COMBINATION WITH PARLIAMENTARY RATIFICATION OF THE 
EXCHANGE OF NOTES, IS SUFFICIENT TO INSURE THAT THE 
AGREEMENTS REFERRED TO IN THE NOTES CONTINUE IN FORCE. 

WE SEE NO NEED TO MAKE ANY FURTHER CHANGES IN THE 
TEXT OF THE NOTES, SINCE THEY CONSTITUTE AN AGREEMENT 
WHICH IS REFERRED TO BY AND SUPPLEMENTS ARTICLE XVII. 
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6. ACTION REQUESTED: WASHINGTON APPROVAL OF THE 
TEXT IN PARA 3 ABOVE BY OOB FRIDAY, MAY 6, SO 
THAT WE CAN MOVE ON TO COMPLETING THE FIRST PARAGRAPH 
OF THE NOTE. 

KUBISCH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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